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FLORIDA BIBLIOGRAPHY AND HISTORIOGRAPHY
I. THE DEVELOPMENT OF KNOWLEDGE
REGARDING THE FLORIDA INDIANS
by HALE G. SMITH
THROPOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE concerning the Florida In-
dians has been greatly increased during the last twenty years.
The largest percentage of the publications has been in the field
of archaeology. However, advances also have been made in the
field of ethnography.
The historian and the anthropologist have for years lament-
ed the fact that our known early documentary sources have
been so relatively sterile of specific references to particular
Florida peoples and their cultures. Many of the early writers
had the opportunity of observing the indigenous cultures of
the Florida Indians but somehow their emphasis was placed in
other quarters. The early disruption of the aboriginal cultures
and the extinction of most of the Florida Indians are factors
that help explain the lack of documentary evidence.
In fact many things and events one would like, and possibly
expect to be documented, have been presented from the work of
the archaeologist rather than from traditional documentary
evidence. However, this fact has, I believe, been important
in tying the historian and the anthropologist closely together
in a cooperative venture in Florida.
In reviewing the literature, I am going to refrain from
referring to the various early documents that are quite familiar
to all, especially a gathering of historians. So the various De Soto
narratives, Fontaneda, Dickinson, Barcia, Romans, and the Bar-
trams will be deleted. John R. Swanton and his works will also
be omitted.
I have not made an exact count, but a bibliography on the
Florida Indians would probably run well over two thousand
items. So, obviously, this paper cannot hope to cover but a very
small fraction of the total. I have selected items that I believe
are outstanding and/or synthesize the knowledge up to a par-
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One of the earliest writers to mention the prehistory of
Florida was H. R. Schoolcraft, who in 1847 wrote of the ab-
original pottery found in the peninsula area.
The nineteenth century publication Notes on the Floridian.
Peninsula; its Literary History, Indian Tribes, and Antiquities,
printed in 1859 and written by D. G. Brinton was the real be-
ginning of interest in things Indian (Historic as well as Pre-
historic). In 1872 Brinton wrote a more specialized article on
the prehistoric Florida Indians in the Smithsonian Institution
Annual Report, 1866 entitled “Artificial Shell Deposits of the
United States.”
Jeffries Wyman wrote in the American Naturalist of 1868
“An Account of the Fresh-Water Shell Heaps of the St. Johns
River, East Florida.” This work showed acute observation and
conclusions on the part of its author.
The man, who even until today, has been responsible for
moving, by excavation, more aboriginal remains than any other
individual is Clarence B. Moore. For over two decades he
systematically dug into mound after mound. The professional
archaeologist does not know whether to damn him or praise him.
As the old saying goes - “for his time he did rather well in the
reporting of his findings.” His major works appeared in the
Academy of Natural Sciences Journal of Philadelphia and from
1892 until 1915 he produced many monographs in this series.
It is obvious that his works are still basic reference books for
the professional.
In 1897 appeared F. H. Cushing’s, “A Preliminary Report
on the Explorations of Ancient Key-Dwellers Remains on the
Gulf Coast of Florida” published in Vol. 35 of the American
Philosophical Society Proceedings. The carved wooden artifacts
found by Cushing have never been equalled. However, I do not
know of any Eastern archaeologist that would not give his wife
and children into slavery for the opportunity to excavate such a
site.
Another landmark in the development of the total picture
of our prehistory was the work by E. H. Sellards, a geologist,
who published in 1917 a paper on “Human Remains and Extinct
Vertebrates” in the Journal of Geology. Here a greater time
perspective of the Florida Indians began to develop. The im-
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portance of Sellards’ work and subsequent geological correlations
still have not been fully realized. However, today the archaeolo-
gist thinks in thousands of years B. C. when working on early
materials without thinking himself radical.
In the so-called modern archaeological tradition, which arbi-
trarily I will place as beginning in 1939, we see the development
of a whole new series of archaeological techniques, theories
and types of monographs. In 1939 appeared John M. Goggin’s
“A Ceramic Sequence in South Florida,” published in the New
Mexico Anthropologist. This was the first time a scientific treat-
ment of a Florida archaeological area was completed.
This publication was followed in 1942 by “A Chronological
Outline of the Northwest Florida Coast” by Gordon R. Willey
and R. B. Woodbury, printed in the American Anthropologist.
The full report of this work appeared in 1949 in the Smith-
sonian Miscellaneous Collections Vol. 113, entitled “Archaeology
of the Florida Gulf Coast.” This work synthesized all known
archaeological facts of the Florida Gulf Coast from Pensacola to
the Tampa Bay Area. This article still is the fieldman’s hand-
book of reference for this area.
In 1949 the publication The Florida Indians and His
Neighbors published by the Inter-American Center, Rollins Col-
lege, also appeared. This publication was the result of a round
table conference attended by all the experts in the area of
Florida Anthropology. Here for the first time Florida’s aboriginal
prehistoric and ethno-historic position was examined internally
in its broad aspects, as well as Florida’s relationships to the
adjoining archaeological and ethnographic areas.
After the appearance of The Florida Indians and His Neigh-
bors, the archaeological picture becomes even more clearer due
to the printing of several monographs on various archaeological
areas.
In 1951 the Yale University Publications in Anthropology
published Irving Rouse’s “A Survey of Indian River Archaeology,
Florida” and Vera Ferguson’s “Chronology of South Indian Field,
Florida.” In the Northwest Florida area the Spanish Indian Mis-
sion period was discussed in a publication Here They Once Stood,
by Boyd, Smith and Griffin.
In 1952, John M. Goggin in the Yale University Publications
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in Anthropology published “Space and Time Perspective in
Northern St. Johns Archaeology,” (Florida.) John W. Griffin in
the same year published “Prehistoric Florida: A Review,” in
Archaeology of Eastern United States.
Chronologically in terms of historic time and for this paper
Wilfred Neill’s monograph Florida’s Seminole Indians should be
mentioned.
The most recent synthesis of the Florida Indians is now in
press. It is entitled Florida Anthropology and is a result of a
round-table discussion at the 1957 annual meeting of the Flor-
ida Anthropological Society. It is a joint publication of the De-
partment of Anthropology of the Florida State University and
the Florida Anthropological Society.
The growth of an interest in the Florida Indians might be
indicated by reviewing the major publication sources in Florida
of anthropological materials.
The Florida Anthropological Society has a regular schedule
of quarterly publications of the Florida Anthropologist in addi-
tion to a memoir series.
A series known as Notes in Anthropology is published ir-
regularly by the Department of Anthropology, Florida State
University.
The Florida State University has a publication series called
Florida State University Studies in which volume 16, 1954 was
devoted to Anthropology, and future issues are open to anthro-
pology.
The Florida State Museum has published in their series
Contributions of the Florida State Museum--Social Sciences
anthropological materials.
The Florida Geological Survey has had a continuing interest
in publication of archaeological materials.
A series, now defunct should also be mentioned and that
is Contributions to the Archaeology of Florida, of the Florida
Park Service.
Of course, you all know that in your own publication The
Florida Historical Quarterly has appeared many anthropological
articles. They have also appeared in Papers of the Jacksonville
Historical Society and Tequesta, The Journal of the Historical
Association of Southern Florida, as well as Apalachee a publica-
tion of the Tallahassee Historical Society.
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We in anthropology are very grateful for the cooperation
and knowledge we have received from the historians of Florida.
Prior to 1949 the historical journals of Florida were the only
sources we had in the state for publication of anthropological
works.
In summary it might be said that although our knowledge
of the Florida Indians has grown during the last twenty years,
there is still much to learn. Many areas archaeologically are
virtually unknown. Ethnographically we are waiting, and help-
ing when possible, for the historians to discover additional
documents that will shed more light on the Early Historic In-
dians of Florida, and there are several research projects when
published will extend this area.
My prediction is that by 2200 A. D. someone should have
the knowledge available to write a fairly good monograph on the
Florida Indians.
II. WRITINGS IN FLORIDA HISTORY
ON THE PERIOD 1821-1860
by HERBERT J. DOHERTY, JR.
The years 1821-1860 cover Florida’s American territorial
period and the fifteen years of ante-bellum statehood. More
writing has been done on this part of Florida history than any
other period since Florida came into the hands of the United
States. Indeed, only the long Spanish colonial period has a
comparable volume of writings. By way of concrete illustration,
the Florida Historical Quarterly in its thirty-six years of publica-
tion has carried about 415 articles. Two hundred of these have
dealt entirely, or in large part, with the 1821-1860 period. Be-
cause of the limitations of this paper it became necessary for me
to lay down certain rules of selection governing my evaluation of
this vast body of literature. My first decision was to ignore the
very large body of unpublished writings, with only one or two
exceptions, because they are not generally available. My second
decision was to omit the general histories of Florida because they
are widely known and are usually syntheses of previously pub-
lished specialized works. The major concern of this paper, then,
5
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is the published monographs and special studies bearing on this
period. In instances where monographs and special studies were
lacking, I have drawn on the best articles available in the Florida
Historical Quarterly and the Journal of Southern History.
I will point out at the outset that the general history which
brings together the greatest quantity of published and unpublish-
ed research is J. E. Dovell’s recent Florida: Historic, Dramatic,
Contemporary. His coverage of the pre-Civil War period is rich
and detailed. Sidney Walter Martin’s Florida During the Terri-
torial Days is a history of the 1821-1845 era which is a good
general survey, but it contains many errors of fact and typog-
raphy. Edwin L. Williams’ manuscript “Florida In The Union”
picks up the story at 1845 and carries it through 1861, but this
work has not been published and I know of no plans for its
publication.
One of the most fascinating facets of the history of any
region is the life of its people-its social history. Much has
been written on the romantic side of plantation life in ante-
bellum history but not much has been recorded of life as seen
through the eyes of the city merchant, the poor white, the plan-
tation overseer, the housewife, the independent professional man,
or the Negro. The elegance of plantation society in old Florida
is best portrayed by two women who knew it first-hand, Ellen
Call Long and Susan Bradford Eppes. Mrs. Long, the daughter
of Governor Richard Keith Call, published in 1888 a chatty
volume appropriately called Florida Breezes. She revealed Talla-
hassee high society as she remembered it, but she ventured to
treat of the intrigues, animosities, and conflicts within this social
circle as well as its glittering social activities, and her book was
a controversial one in its day. The success of its sales has been
attributed in part to the fact that those who fancied themselves
slighted in its pages are said to have bought up the supplies of
local booksellers in order to destroy them.
In The Negro of the Old South and Through Some Eventful
Years, we find reflections on ante-bellum society by Mrs. Eppes,
a defender of all that was Southern. Mrs. Eppes, a grand-
daughter of Governor John Branch, tells of a South which she
remembered only as a child. Her tendency to romanticize was
greater than that of Mrs. Long who wrote of plantation society
6
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as seen through the eyes of a mature woman. Both of these
great ladies of old Florida have told stories full of charm and
grace and sentimentality, but neither has told us the story of life
as it was known to most Floridians. In the books of both, leisure
rarely gives way to labor, paternalism holds sway perpetually,
and only white columned mansions dot the cotton-bearing coun-
try side surrounded by shaded cabins full of happy singing
“darkies.” In these writings the scent of the magnolia is a bit too
sweet!
Reality was something less than charming. At its peak in
1860, Florida society was one in which less than one-third of
the people were members of families owning slaves, less than
three hundred farms or plantations were 500 acres or larger,
and only forty-seven men owned as many as one hundred slaves.
If we consult Florida Plantation Records, edited by U. B. Phillips
and James D. Glunt, we get a corrective to the Eppes and Long
writings. Here are documents pointing up the grim side of
plantation life: the heartbreak of crop failure, the ravages of
disease often fought with only crude medical treatment, the
deadly monotony of agricultural routine, and the inefficiency
of the slavery system.
The writings of travelers to Florida are abundant and often
shed impartial light on the life of the people. The French visitor
Castelnau, in a travel account reproduced in the Florida His-
torical Quarterly, tells us that he saw a society in which such
human failings as intemperance, gambling, brawling, and murder
loomed large. He observed that contentious planters were not
ashamed to fight on the streets, their friends and slaves joining
in. One would scarcely recognize this as the society Mrs. Long
and Mrs. Eppes lived in. Dorothy Dodd, in a Quarterly article,
tells us of this society that it was said that half the men who
settled in Tallahassee died drunkards. 1
Among the many visitors who wrote of ante-bellum Florida
we might single out John James Audubon, who wrote particularly
of East Florida and the St. Johns River region; Achille Murat,
who wrote in the style of a de Tocqueville, emphasizing politics
1. Comte Francis de Castelnau, “Essay on Middle Florida,” Florida
Historical Quarterly, XXVI (January, 1948), 199-255, and “Notes
Concerning ‘Two Itineraries from Charleston to Tallahassee,” ibid.,
XXVI (April, 1948), 300-324; Dodd, “Florida in 1845,” ibid.,
XXIV (July, 1945), 3-27.
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and manners; William Cullen Bryant, whose Letters of a Travel-
ler shed interesting light on Florida; the Englishwoman Amelia
Murray, whose eye was somewhat hostile to things American;
and the Swedish traveller Frederika Bremer, whose pages on
Florida are charming, descriptive, and reasonably neutral about
southern institutions. Bishop Whipple’s Southern Diary, edited
by Lester B. Shippee, is a travel account by a native New Yorker,
Henry B. Whipple, who came to Florida in the 1840’s for his
health. Not yet in the ministry when he made this trip, Whip-
ple spent much of his time idling in St. Augustine. His obser-
vations on early tourist accommodations are valuable and point
up their drab, almost primitive condition. In regard to southern
institutions, Whipple showed a notable degree of objectivity. 2
The history of religion is one phase of Florida social history
that has not been neglected. Virtually every important denomi-
nation has its historian, though their works vary in merit. The
Catholic Church has almost the slimmest literature in the 1821-
1860 period. Only one pamphlet of forty-six pages, Notes on
the Catholic Church in Florida, by H. P. Clavruel is presently
available, if we except the general works on Catholicism in
America which make reference to Florida. The outstanding
Protestant church history is undoubtedly Charles T. Thrift’s
history of Methodism, The Trail of the Florida Circuit Rider.
Though this work is limited largely to Florida east of the Apala-
chicola River, it integrates church history well with the history
of Florida, and with national developments in Methodism. Until
1949, the Baptists were without a comprehensive history but in
that year John L. Rosser’s pioneering work, A History of Florida
Baptists, appeared. Characterized by much quotation from docu-
ments, it is not fascinating reading but it is the standard work
on the Florida Baptist Convention. Writings on Jewish history
in Florida are also rare, Samuel Proctor’s article “Pioneer Jewish
Settlement in Florida” being the only treatment. 3
The Historical Magazine of the Protestant Episcopal Church
2. Audubon, Delineations of American Scenery and Character (New
York, 1926); Murat, America and the Americans (New York, 1849);
Murray, Letters from the United States, Cuba, and Canada (New
York, 1857); Bremer, The Homes of the New World (New York,
1853.
3. Proceedings of the Conference on the Writing of Regional History
in the South, Miami Beach, February 15, 1956.
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has carried a short history of “The Episcopal Church in Florida,
1763-1892,” by Edgar L. Pennington. Though lacking in much
that would add interest, it sketches the church development
through the ante-bellum era. The Early Planting of Presbyter-
ianism in West Florida has been traced by William E. McIlwain
in a brief pamphlet which sketched the movement of Scotch
Presbyterians from North Carolina to West Florida. This work
is anecdotal in nature and too often lacks dates where most need-
ed. Except for this latter pamphlet, each of the church histories
singled out here treats of more than the 1821-1860 time span,
but each is the best or the only work which is available that
treats in a general way each denomination through the years
we are considering. It should be pointed out that there is a
quantity of historical writing about individual, local church
organizations. A few of these local church histories are good,
but from the standpoint of the historian most of them are not.
In general the writing of church history tends to overemphasize
personalities or the growth of forms of religious organization.
Some are largely personal reminiscences of the author’s associa-
tion with a particular church. The problems of the church, in-
ternally and in relation to the community, and the contributions
of the church, to its members and its community, are usually
ignored. The church is treated in isolation from the larger his-
tory of all human institutions.
Educational history is another aspect of life which should
be treated by the social historian. It is not surprising, however,
that since there was very little public education in Florida be-
fore the Civil War, there is not much writing about it. The most
recent work touching this topic is Nita K. Pyburn’s History of the
Development of a Single System of Education in Florida which
devotes seventy-five pages divided into ten chapters to Florida
antebellum education. All histories emphasize that far more
important than public schools was the role played by the private
academies - but unfortunately few records have been preserved
to tell their story. The story of one such private school, the
Micanopy East Florda Seminary, is told by C. L. Crow in a
Quarterly article. 4 So far as higher education is concerned, Flor-
4. “The East Florida Seminary-Micanopy,” Florida Historical Quarter-
ly, XIV (January, 1936), 193-216.
I
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ida State University is traced from its 1857 origins in William G.
Dodd’s very brief History of West Florida Seminary. The origins
of the University of Florida in the East Florida Seminary of
1853 have been treated at greater length by Samuel Procter in
his manuscript history of the University, the possible publication
of which is hopefully anticipated.
For arbitrary reasons, stemming partially from the nature of
the writings noted, I have classified the history of the Seminole
War of 1835-1842 as social history. Certainly it had a great
impact on the life of the people. I will not examine at length
the writings on the Indians since that is Dr. Smiths task. The
standard work on the war remains John T. Sprague, Origin,
Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida War, despite its 1848
publication date. It will not attract most readers for its style is
tedious and the narrative is frequently interspersed with letters
and documents reproduced in full - a great aid to the historian
but an annoyance to the interested but casual reader. The non-
professional reader would find the narrative in Edwin C. Mc-
Reynolds, The Seminoles, published only last year, far more
engrossing. The writings of Mark Boyd should also be noted,
particularly “The Seminole War: Its Background and Onset,”
which occupied the entire July, 1951, number of the Florida
Historical Quarterly. Boyd’s writings often bring clarity and
organization to a narrative which easily becomes confused and
unbalanced when handled by contemporaries or non-professional
secondary writers.
For different reasons, both historians and casual readers,
however, will often find their interest attracted by the reminis-
cences of Indian war contemporaries. Almost every important
military figure of the mid-nineteenth century-and many unim-
portant ones-served some time in Florida and recorded and
published their experiences. The two which I single out as of
most worth are the works of minor military figures. Jacob Rhett
Motte’s journal, Journey Into Wilderness, edited by James F.
Sunderman, is well written and of absorbing interest. The work
of an army surgeon, it is highly informative-not primarily as
a contribution to military history but as a document revealing
10
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much of the problems of ordinary life in Florida in his day.
The other account is the history of the trials and tribulations of
one cavalry regiment in Florida from 1836-1842. Theodore
Rodenbough, a captain of the Second Dragoons, published this
personalized history of his regiment, From Everglade to Canon,
in 1875. The volume of writing on the Seminole Wars is very
large, but within my time limits only these are worthy of men-
tion. As to the Seminole troubles of the 1850’s virtually nothing
of significance is generally available.
Before turning from social history, there are several Quarterly
articles worth noting. William G. Dodd’s “Theatrical Entertain-
ment in Early Florida” is an important contribution to an almost
completely neglected area of research. Slavery is another topic
largely untouched in published writings, but three articles make
contributions to its history. Thelma Bates, “The Legal Status
of the Negro in Florida,” traces the laws regulating slavery and
free Negroes, as well as post-slavery regulations up to 1909.
Edwin L. Williams, Jr., has done the best historical sketch of
Florida slavery in “Negro Slavery in Florida.” No one interested
either in slavery or social history should pass up the bizarre story
in “Zephania Kingsley-Nonconformist,” in which Philip S.
May carefully outlined as fully as the scanty records would permit
the story of this fabulous slave trader and free-thinker. 5
Histories of the professions in Florida make an appropriate
transition from social to economic history. Unfortunately, too
little has been done in this area. James Owen Knauss produced
twenty-seven years ago a first rate, excellent study of Territorial
Florida Journalism which surveys the newspapers and their
editors, but no comparable work has been published for the early
statehood period. J. E. Dovell has written a History of Banking
in Florida which in its first four chapters tells the story of ante-
bellum banks, but not bankers. In the field of medicine the only
work is Dr. Webster Merritt’s fine study, A Century of Medicine
in Jacksonville and Duval County, about one-fourth of which is
devoted to the pre-Civil War period.
5. Dodd, “Theatrical Entertainment,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
XXV (October, 1946), 121-170; Bates, “Legal Status of the Negro,”
ibid., VI (January, 1928), 159-181; Williams, “Negro Slavery,”
ibid., XXVIII, (October, 1949), 93-110, and (January, 1950), 182-
204; May “Zephania Kingsley,” ibid., XXIII (January, 1945),
145-159. 
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The economic distress of the 1830’s and 1840’s which so
disorganized Florida business is best treated by Reginald C.
McGrane in one chapter of his Foreign Bondholders and Ameri-
can State Debts. This is a thorough, detailed exposition of terri-
torial financial entanglements with the banking institutions,
entanglements which stemmed from the issuance of the famous
territorial “faith bonds” to the banks-bonds which the banks
could not redeem after the depression of 1837 and which the
territory repudiated. More light from a somewhat different vant-
age point is shed on this topic by Kathryn Abbey (Hanna) in her
Quarterly article, “The Union Bank of Tallahassee.” This is a brief
but thorough exposition of the organization and operation of a
key financial institution. 6
The development of transportation facilities is a branch of
economic history which has its own unique band of devotees. By
far the best book in this field is George W. Pettengill’s, The
Story of the Florida Railroads, which was published six years ago
by the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society. This book
contains individual historical sketches of each of the many rail-
roads which sprang up in Florida in the nineteenth century, with
important information as to their methods of financing, land
grants received, and sometimes comments on the effects which
the roads had on the communities through which they passed.
Details, and often pictures, are included about the rolling stock
maintained by the roads.
Unfortunately no other aspect of transportation has received
the attention which the railroads have. There is an article in the
Quarterly which gives an informative, but very brief, survey of
water, rail, and road transportation, along with passing reference
to the accommodations available for travelers at taverns and inns.
This is found in Alice Whitman’s, “Transportation in Territorial
Florida.” 7
In the pages of the Quarterly are also a few other articles
which contribute to significant aspects of economic history. Out-
standing among these are Dorothy Dodd’s, “The Wrecking Busi-
ness on the Florida Reef, 1822-1860.” In territorial days
6. Abbey, “Union Bank of Tallahassee,” ibid., XV (April, 1937), 207-
231.
7. Whitman, “Transportation in Territorial Florida,” ibid., XVII (July,
1938), 25-53.
12
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wrecking in the keys was often referred to as Florida’s chief
industry, and was an enterprise of international concern. One
of the major economic problems of the cotton planter - fluctuat-
ing and uncertain prices - has been ably treated by Weymouth T.
Jordan in his article, “The Florida Plan: An Ante-Bellum Effort
to Control Cotton Sales.” The plan described was largely the
brainchild of James E. Broome and essentially entailed the for-
mation of a giant cotton growers’ cooperative. To the present
day such schemes have not enjoyed marked success. Some aspects
of the sugar industry in the 1830’s have been treated by Wilbur
Siebert in “The Early Sugar Industry in Florida,” and T. Fred-
erick Davis parallels this story with “Early Orange Culture
in Florida and the Epocal [sic.] Cold of 1835.” Sidney Walter
Martin has described the organization of the public land system
in an article in the Journal of Southern History: “The Public
Domain in Territorial Florida.” James Owen Knauss has contri-
buted to two areas of history in his pioneering Florida Historical
Quarterly article, “St. Joseph, An Episode of the Economic and
Political History of Florida.” 8
Political history is probably the most written about phase
of ante-bellum history. The general histories heavily emphasize
it, and the quantity of articles, monographs, and theses centering
upon it is formidable. Outstanding studies of the politics of the
acquisition of Florida are Philip C. Brooks, Diplomacy and the
Borderlands and Hubert B. Fuller, The Purchase of Florida.
Brooks’ volume is not only thirty-three years younger than Ful-
ler’s, but is undoubtedly the superior work. The story of the
transfer of authority and the provisional regime of Andrew Jack-
son is told in some detail in three chapters of David Y. Thomas,
History of Military Government in Newly Acquired Territory
of the United States, despite the fact that Jackson was not a
military officer at this time and his provisional government was
not a military one. In some respects this book is outdated and it
exhibits an anti-Jackson bias. As a corrective I offer my own
8. Dodd, “Wrecking Business,” ibid., XXII (April, 1944), 171-199;
Jordan, “The Florida Plan,” ibid., XXXV (January, 1957), 205-218;
Siebert, “Early Sugar Industry,” ibid., XXV (April, 1957), 312-
319; Davis, “Early Orange Culture,” ibid., XV (April, 1937), 232-
241; Knauss, “St. Joseph,” ibid., V (April, 1927), 177-195, and
VI (July, 1927), 3-20; Martin, “The Public Domain in Territorial
Florida,” Journal of Southern History, X (May, 1944), 174-187.
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articles on the transfer and Jackson’s administration, in 1954
and 1955 numbers of the Quarterly. 9
The statehood movement and constitutional convention in
St. Joseph have been treated by many writers but all treatments
must take a back seat to Dorothy Dodd’s authoritative volume,
Florida Becomes a State. In seventy fact-filled pages of text Dodd
traces the early statehood agitation, the St. Joseph convention,
the fight for admission, and the first state election. Three hun-
dred ninety pages of documents follow, covering almost every
aspect of the statehood movement. Immediately following the St.
Joseph convention Florida’s Democratic party formally organized
and its history has been told by William T. Cash. His book is
competent narrative history, though not penetrating or analytical.
His pro-Democratic bias is usually evident. After the Democrats
organized, their opposition gradually crystallized into the Whig
party. The only Whig study, however, is my own unpublished
manuscript, for which I entertain hopes of eventual publication. 10
Unlike most southern states, Florida does not have a full-
blown monographic treatment of the secession movement or the
political developments of the 1850’s. Five articles must be referr-
ed to to fill this void. My own article, “Florida and the Crisis of
1850,” in the Journal of Southern History, treats Florida’s re-
sponse to a serious sectional crisis a decade before secession.
Arthur W. Thompson’s ‘The Railroad Background of the Florida
Senatorial Election of 1851,” in the Quarterly, sheds significant
light on one part of the same story - Senator David L. Yulee’s
defeat. Thompson shows conflicting railroad ambitions to have
been perhaps more important than Yulee’s 1850 radicalism in
explaining his defeat. In the political history of the 1850’s Do-
rothy Dodd has again made the most important single contribu-
tion in an extended Quarterly article, “The Secession Movement
in Florida,” which tells this tragic story as it unfolded in the
decade before 1861. The Journal of Southern History carries
an important contribution to the 1850’s in Arthur Thompson’s
9. Doherty, “The Governorship of Andrew Jackson,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, XXXIII (July, 1954), 3-31, and “Andrew Jackson vs.
the Spanish Governor,” ibid., XXXIV (October, 1955), 142-158.
10. Cash, History of the Democratic Party in Florida (Tallahassee,
1936). 
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“Political Nativism in Florida; 1848-1860: A Phase of Anti-
Secessionism.” 11
Biography may be considered a subdivision of political his-
tory since biographers seem to be largely attracted to political
figures. Surprisingly, there are only three full scale biographies
pertaining to men of this era and each played a relatively minor
role in the era. Twelve years ago A. J. Hanna’s study of Achille
Murat, A Prince in Their Midst, was published. In 1954, Joseph
T. Durkin’s Stephen Russell Mallory, a competent but uninspired
volume appeared. In 1956, William F. Keller’s life of Henry
M. Brackenridge, The Nation's Advocate, was published. It
exhibits massive scholarship and extremely detailed treatment.
The worst that can be said of it is that its author lavished more
time, money, and care on the book than the importance of its
subject merits. Brackenridge’s connection with Florida was largely
as United States Judge for West Florida from 1822-1832.
Two autobiographical writings should be noted: Thomas
Douglas’ Autobiography and the recently published autobiog-
raphical sketch by William Marvin edited in the Quarterly by
Kevin Kearney. Judge Douglas’ book is a significant commentary
on politics and politicians and Judge Marvin’s sketch contains
similar comments. Both add to the knowledge of the social scene.
The libraries of Florida universities, as well as those of other
states, abound with biographical theses pertaining to this period
of Florida history but they are of vastly uneven quality and it
seems quite unlikely that much of this material will be published.
Two dissertations may soon lead to published biographies, my
own study of Richard Keith Call, which has been accepted by
the University of Florida Press, and a study of the political and
economic thought of David L. Yulee by Arthur W. Thompson.
Thompson, however, does not project a full scale biography.
In the field of local history a vast amount of writing has been
done, most of it bad. When we think of competent city and
county history only a handful of names come to mind: Pleasant
Daniel Gold, in connection with histories of Volusia and Duval
11. Doherty, “Florida and the Crisis,” Journal of Southern History, XIX
(February, 1953), 32-47; Thompson, “Railroad Background,” Flor-
ida Historical Quarterly, XXXI (January, 1953), 181-195; Dodd,
“Secession Movement,” ibid., XII (July, 1933), 3-24, and (October,
1933), 45-66; Thompson, “Nativism in Florida,” Journal of South-
ern History, XV (February, 1949), 39-65.
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counties; Karl Grismer and Karl Bickel, in connection with the
histories of the Tampa Bay region and the lower west coast; and
T. Frederick Davis, in connection with Jacksonville area history.
Throughout this paper I have been attempting to point out
what seem to me to be the most important published works. In
some areas the volume of writing has been so small that I have
mentioned works which might not otherwise have justified notice.
Already it should be evident what many of the important gaps in
our published history are. There are some areas where almost
everything remains to be done; there is hardly any field where
nothing remains to be done. In the field of social history, for
example, there is need for a dispassionate study of the institution
of slavery or perhaps the plantation system as, a whole-its profit-
ability, its effect on Negroes and on white slaveholders, and its
role as a cultural factor explaining the sharp spirit of defensive
sectionalism apparent in southern literature and politics. There
is room, too, for a series of monographs or even a general history
of social attitudes and customs: the practice of duelling, the
prevalence of intemperance and the growth of temperance so-
cieties; the forms of popular entertainment-theater, horse
racing, jousting tournaments, fairs and carnivals, and patriotic
celebrations; and the history of the growth of fraternal organi-
zations, religious, charitable, and philanthropic societies, and
ladies’ clubs and associations. From all the various travel accounts
which we have noted could also be composed a synthesis which,
as an account of Florida society as seen by outsiders, would be a
contribution valuable to our history.
A history of the professions would be an important con-
tribution, emphasizing medicine and law. Sketches of the private
educational academies-while difficult to document - would fill
an important void in the history of education. A unique con-
tribution might also be made by social histories of minority groups
- the Minorcans of East Florida, the old Spanish inhabitants of
Pensacola and St. Augustine, the free Negroes of Key West,
Pensacola, and St. Augustine, and even the Seminole Indians.
Admittedly, sources for such histories would be difficult to obtain.
The field is still wide open for a lucid, perhaps even popu-
larized, history of the Seminole Wars which might draw upon
memoirs, older secondary accounts, and the voluminous govern-
16
Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 37 [1958], No. 2, Art. 6
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol37/iss2/6
172 FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
ment records, both published and unpublished. Special aspects of
the wars still could be profitably explored, for example, the
relative importance of various long range causal factors explaining
Indian-white frictions: disputes over slaves and lands, corrup-
tion in the administration of the Indian Office, or cultural
differences which often made communication between whites
and Indians difficult if not impossible. One might examine the
importance to the prosecution of the war of such factors as the
shortage of commissioned officers, the reputed unreliability of
militia, conflict between militia and regulars, the inadequacy of
supplying and provisioning arrangements, the frequent change
of commanding generals, and the disorganization in the War
Department. The role played by the federal government’s Chero-
kee Indian troops might also yield material for a monograph
which would certainly be of interest.
Careful, analytical histories of key businesses would be worth-
while additions to economic history. Broader studies of the his-
tory of a general business field would be helpful: the naval stores
and lumbering industry, fishing, brickmaking, merchandizing, or
the operation of the Navy Department’s live oak plantations. A
study of the actual operations of the federal land system would
shed light on the importance of land speculation and immigration
patterns, as well as show the connections between the adminis-
tration of the land offices and local political rivalries. A general
history of ante-bellum transportation would significantly extend
our economic history, as would a detailed general history of
Florida agriculture which emphasizes improvement of techniques
and the problems of agricultural financing and marketing.
In the realm of political history, the period of transition from
Spanish to American rule could easily stand a reworking based on
more research, particularly into Spanish records, and showing
greater objectivity toward Andrew Jackson. Such a study should
place Jackson’s personality in proper perspective and show the
plurality of causes which worked to promote conflict between
Spanish and American officialdom. Traditional narratives of this
period are as superficial as they are prejudiced.
Other worth-while writing might be done on the history of
the administrative system built up by the territorial legislatures
and governors, the way in which federal patronage was used for
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local political ends, the evolution of methods by which candidates
were nominated for public office, or a history of the impact of
immigration trends on election returns and the character of
public officeholders.
As I indicated, biography is an open field. It is surprising
that so little has been written about William P. DuVal - a man
who led a colorful, rough and tumble, up and down sort of life
that usually makes for popular biography. Potential biographers
might also cast their eyes upon the brilliant, young Whig con-
gressman, Edward C. Cabell; the shrewd, politically powerful
entrepreneur David L. Yulee; the urbane, gentle, introspective
Jeffersonian democrat Robert Raymond Reid; the influential,
socially prominent congressional delegate Joseph M. White; the
lusty, rough, machine politician James D. Westcott; or the sober,
stolid, ultra-conservative Whig governor Thomas Brown. There
were outstanding women, too, whose lives might make interesting
studies: Mrs. “Florida” White, Ellen Call Long, and the novelist
Caroline Lee Hentz.
Local history, too, remains an open field but not for the
amateur. It is the careful scholar, the serious writer, the pro-
fessional historian whose attentions are needed in city and county
history. Because so few such persons have been attracted to it,
well written and well documented local histories are extremely
rare. Local historical organizations might well promote careful
studies of the history of their area but should do this with the
advice and cooperation of responsible professional historians.
The universities of the state might well encourage their promising
undergraduate as well as their graduate students to explore this
field, under the guidance of their professors.
If the suggestions made here as to areas of research and writ-
ing which need to be worked further do not seem to offer broad
enough fields of interest I refer the interested student of history
to a great source work which the federal government has com-
menced publishing, the territorial papers of Florida. Here is a
vast accumulation of hitherto inaccessible documents, well in-
dexed and carefully annotated. Only the first volume, covering
but four of the twenty-four territorial years, has been published
yet it contains almost eight hundred separate documents and
a detailed index of 140 pages. As the remaining volumes appear
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and the opportunities they present for new writing and rewriting
becomes evident to Floridians, they may well agree with the pro-
fessional historians that it is highly unlikely that the history of
any period of time will ever be finally written.
III. HISTORICAL WRITING ON TWENTIETH CENTURY FLORIDA
by CHARLTON W. TEBEAU
If we limit ourselves to anything like comprehensive treat-
ment in descriptive and analytical narrative, we can only conclude
that the twentieth century is almost untouched in articles or
books. Writers have shown a decided preference for the Spanish
and British periods, the Indians and the nineteenth century,
with little attention to anything after 1900.
All of the writers of general histories do, of course, bring
their narratives reasonably up to date and include the current
century up to their dates of publication, but they are well ground-
ed in these earlier periods and less complete and less sure of
themselves in the later chapters. Dr. Samuel Proctor’s Napoleon
Bonaparte Broward might be cited as an exception since this is
a rather complete treatment of the subject but as much of it is
nineteenth century as is twentieth. The same may be said of
Florida’s Golden Sands by the Hannas.
This suggests that possibly most students of Florida history
may be defining the subject to exclude the contemporary. This is
the more remarkable for local and amateur writers since work
in the earlier periods often involves special problems in securing
materials and special skills in anthropology, archeology and for-
eign language, none of which have suffered from over develop-
ment in Florida.
This scarcity of writing on twentieth century topics is under-
standable in the case of books which usually involve the collection
of considerable material on larger topics. It is less understandable
in the matter of articles and monographs. As examination of the
titles of three dozen theses and dissertations at the University of
Florida (mostly unpublished) shows six on the present century,
fifteen partly so, and fifteen on topics before 1900. At the Uni-
versity of Miami where only a limited number of these have been
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written only one in three deals with the contemporary period.
In the Florida Historical Quarterly the first article on a
twentieth century topic was a prize essay in 1931 on the found-
ing of Dania. Then in 1947 came two in a single issue: Samuel
Proctor’s, “Broward: The Years to the Governorship,” and Her-
bert J. Doherty’s “Florida and the Presidential Election of 1928.”
The next was in 1952, and several have appeared since that date.
In Tequesta, the Journal of the Historical Association of
Southern Florida published since 1941, which deals principally
with an area developed almost entirely in this century, the ratio
of articles on this century is only slightly higher. For each arti-
cle on the century, there have been two partly on the century
and six from the years before 1900.
If we define history a bit more broadly, and I feel that we
must, there has been a considerable amount of writing devoted
almost exclusively to the present century. Reminiscences of
pioneers have greatly enriched our knowledge of the state’s past.
For example, see Isidor Cohen, Historical Sketches and Sidelights
of Miami (1925), Allen H. Andrews, A Yank Pioneer in Florida
(1950), and Judge Ellis Connel May, Gaters, Skeeters, and
Malary. Jefferson B. Browne’s Key West, Old and New (1912)
is somewhat more than reminiscence and provides considerable
data from an earlier period, but does not belong to the twentieth
century.
Eleanor H. D. Pearse published a delightful account of visits
to Florida between 1887 and 1910, titled Florida’s Vanishing
Era (1947). It dealt mostly with the lower southwest coast and
was remarkable for the more than 200 photographs reproduced.
No other travelers left such graphic impressions of their visits.
Naturalists and sportsmen, writing in books and periodicals
too numerous to mention describe the natural wonders of the
state and provide incidentally some information on the human
inhabitants and their doings and some useful insights and obser-
vations on passing events. No historical researcher can neglect
them, but they scarcely qualify as history.
The real estate boom of the twenties produced a spate of
volumes which are remarkable chiefly for the way in which they
recall the madness of those days. Examples are: Rex Beach,
The Miracle of Coral Gables, Alan Parsons, A Winter in Para-
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dise, T. H. Weigall, Boom in Florida, and Victor Rainbolt, The
Town That Climate Built.
In this decade the various bureaus and departments of state
government have produced a growing number of reports that
are largely informational and promotional in character which
include valuable historical data.
What has not been written is of more importance to us in
the Florida Historical Society. The previous paper listed a long
series of topics that need study. As history conscious as we are
becoming all over the state, the history of our counties and com-
munities, of our pioneer industries and of many persons of local
or statewide importance is still unrecorded.
The previous speaker has urged that professional historians
must give more attention to state and local history. That is not
enough. It must be admitted that professional historians do not
usually concern themselves with local history. It is not to their
professional advantage to do so. They are not likely to do so in
the future. If you wish to measure the role of the amateur in
the field of writing count the articles and books written by them
in contrast to those written by trained historians.
The term “amateur” is an unfortunate one. Freeman Tilden
in Interpreting our Heritage (Chapel Hill, University of North
Carolina Press 1957) points out that this too often means a
dabbler, a bungler, a producer of something inferior. He argues
for the importance of the “happy amateur,” the person doing
something for the love of it, whose interest and enthusiasm over-
comes lack of formal training and often make him superior to
the professional in learning and interpreting local history.
Whatever the merits or demerits of the amateur, if Florida
history is to be written, it will be written largely by him. This is
true at least of the spade work, the collecting of the data that
must be made available before the larger and more critical works
can be produced. Miss Lillie B. McDuffie writing in the Florida
Historical Quarterly in January 1946 made a plea for the writ-
ing of contemporary history, pointing out among other things
that the records are so perishable and so easily lost. In commu-
nities developing as recently as many in Florida much of it in
fact, goes to the grave with the passing of frontiersmen who
observed and took part in the events. Archeologist and anthropo-
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ligist are disturbed that bulldozers are destroying so many re-
mains of Indian antiquity as they reshape the surface of the state.
These same changes are scattering and destroying many of the
records of contemporary events as well.
Every community has its local “historian” or “historians”
who “know” what happened and “who did it.” To be sure,
memory plays tricks on them. Folklore and even myth may
creep into the narratives, and possibly sheer imagination plays
its part. But these provide priceless data, leads and insights.
And some of the data can, of course, be checked and verified.
The function of this society and others like it is to encourage
the amateurs to collect and preserve the record, to write down
their own recollections and those around them. The society can
offer them encouragement and assistance in their efforts as well
as the publication of their writings when they reach a standard
acceptable for such publication. This is not to disparage the
efforts of the professional historians. On this program we have
witnessed a happy association of professional and amateur his-
torians to make it one of our more successful program meetings.
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